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Message from our Board
Greetings everyone! We are well into our 

second year and have not missed a beat 

since we became an offi  cial chapter! From 

doubling our number of members to host-

ing our fi rst business workshop to success-

fully completing a food pantry drive that 

helped address college 

student food insecurity, 

NOMAarizona continues to 

be a chapter on the move! 

In our fi rst quarter i want to 

welcomed new members 

Fatima Garcia, Bhoomi 

Desai and Damon Leverett! 

We now have a member-

ship count of 32! Thanks to 

Membership Recruiter Jesus 

Mungarro for his continuing eff orts! 

Our goal the next quarter is to focus on 

launching the mentorship program and 

being a resource to our members that 

are in the process of taking their profes-

sional license exams. This program will be 

lead by Maurita Harris and Sidney Smith 

who presented our chapter’s mentorship 

program at our March meeting. In April we 

will send out Mentor/Mentee applications 

for your use. Please consider participating in 

our program, there are numerous eff ective 

types of mentoring that also respond to the 

challenges some of us may have with the 

amount of time we could 

commit to the program 

but may want to partici-

pate in some manner.

Internship/Job Opportu-

nities - We all remember 

what it was like trying to 

get that fi rst internship or 

fi rst job after graduating! 

We have student mem-

bers experiencing both challenges! Please 

contact me, Gary Nelson if your company 

will hire interns this summer or will have 

an opportunity for a new graduate! This is 

not to be limited to our student members, 

if you are interested in looking for another 

opportunity in another fi rm, we should be 

an internal, confi dential network as well!
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Elections - It is time for elections for offi  cers 

for terms beginning January, 2020 for two 

years. In September we will accept nomina-

tions for the following offi  cers and vote in 

October - President, Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer and Parliamentarian. All current 

offi  cers are permitted to be nominated for a 

second term. In addition to offi  cers, we have 

a need for leadership in sponsorship and 

fundraising. Please consider taking a leader-

ship role towards the future of our chapter.  

Please contact me with any questions and if 

you have an interest in running for any of the 

offi  cers’ positions.

Website Update - We are working on a mem-

bers only tab with log in capability. Members 

will have access to a Chapter Members direc-

tory and resources. Also on our website check 

out the monthly tributes that will change 

monthly. In March we had Women, Greek and 

Irish heritage month. We will have a Cesar 

Chavez dedication for April thanks to Victor 

Irizarry.

-Gary Nelson

Our MissionInspire / Empower and 

be a resource to under-served communities in Arizona.

Our Strength will be our Diversity. Enrich knowledge. 

Increase women and minorities in our profession.

Encourage fellowship / social awareness.



Happy Hour with NOMA National Board
by Olga Bracamontes

In February, NOMA National held their 1st 

Quarter Executive Board meeting here in 

our backyard. NOMAarizona hosted a Wel-

come reception happy hour for the NOMA 

National Board at Canyon Cafe on their fi rst 

night during their visit to the Valley of the 

Sun. 

This event was an opportunity for our 

members to interact and get to know 

the national board. It was an evening 

full of amazing conversations, lots of 

laughter, exchanges of knowledge, and 

much more. We had a great turn-out of 

NOMAarizona and national members. 

This was a great opportunity for the 

members of our newly established chap-

ter to meet and learn from the members 

of the board. After NOMAarizona gave a few 

words to welcome the National Board, Kim-

berly Dowdell, NOMA President 2019-2020, 

presented Bryan Hudson with a certifi cate 

of appreciation for all his wonderful work 

with NOMA National during his tenure as 

President 2017-2018.

GARY NELSON

Chapter President

gjnarch19@gmail.com

OLGA BRACAMONTES

College Student Liaison

olgabrac@gmail.com

ABRAHAM JAMES

Sponsorship

abrahamj@cox.net

CARLOS MURRIETA

Community Outreach

cam@mergeag.com

JESUS MUNGARRO

Membership Recruiter

jesusmungarro@hotmail.com

Contact Us!

Chapter Meeting

it will be hosted by Yuki Corella and Nicole 

Mehaff ey and their fi rm, Gould Evans! The 

meeting’s theme is “Teach Me Something” 

and will be facilitated by Jesus Mungarro 

with Speakers Tara Brown and Sidney Smith.

1st NOMA Arizona Chapter Business Workshop

“The Business of Design”
by Norma Escandon Michaels

NOMA volunteer on 

MLK day at George 

Washington Carver 

Museum & Cultural 

Center 
by Mary Sellin

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question 

is, ‘What are you doing for others?’ ” 

- Martin Luther King, Jr.

Career Day

We are scheduled to participate in Irene 

Lopez Career Day on Friday, May 3! Zahir 

Poonawala needs presenters and a team to 

help generate our chapter’s multi-discipline 

presentation. Please contact him if you can 

assist - zahir.noma.careerday@gmail.

Was held on: February 23, 2019

Workshop Seminar topics included:

• Communication, Collaboration and 

Diplomacy

• Strategic Planning and Business 

Development

• Project Interviews and Firm Identity

• Networking 

• Digital Marketing

This was the fi rst of a series of Workshops 

that are tailored for the Business owner 

and Upper management staff . Gary 

Nelson, the Arizona Chapter President of 

NOMA AZ was receiving input from local 

members of the need for the support 

of our small business owners.  I, Norma 

Escandon Michaels discussed with Gary 

the need to assist members who are busi-

ness owners. The idea developed into a 

Workshop and discussion about a series 

of workshops.  The workshop series was 

developed with the goal of assisting the 

design business owners of our chapter.  A 

committee was formed of: Gary Nelson, 

Sara Yehia and myself - to make it hap-

pen.  Our fi rst workshop was a rousing 

success with 19 participants.  Two ad-

ditional workshops 

are scheduled for 

this year alone, 

September 28th 

and November 

23rd.  We have a 

COMMUNITY 

CONNECTING

ASU Pitchfork Food 

Drive   
by Carlos Murrieta

“Students should only have a Hunger for 

Education”

This last fall NOMAarizona had the oppor-

tunity to create a strong participation with 

the Arizona State University (ASU) student 

community. NOMAarizona members came 

to realize that some of these students were 

not getting enough resources to complete 

their semester, more specifi cally the need to 

have food availble during their last stretch 

each semester. 

In the spirit of supporting these students, 

and with the belief that students shall 

be hungry for education, not for food, 

NOMAarizona initiated a campaign to help 

To remember, honor and celebrate the life 

and legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., NOMA 

arizona and ASU student members decided 

to commit a little of our weekend to the 

community. We chose to lend a supporting 

hand at the George Washington Carver 

Museum and Cultural Center. 

This facility was establish in 1926 as 

Phoenix’s Union Colored High School 

for African Americans in the Phoenix 

Metropolitan area. In 1943 the name 

was changed to George Washing Carver 

Museum High School but ceased as an 

educational facility 

in 1954. Today it is 

a cultural center for 

the African/African American community 

in Arizona. 

On this day, was a testament of what we 

can accomplish as NOMAarizona and the 

community came together.  We repaint 

rooms that would be made available for 

meetings and/or host a gallery. We help 

clean out and organize their storage 

warehouse. The transformation will help 

museum staff  realize their vision for this 

facility, and the potential for what this place 

can become. 

variety of topics and speakers we are al-

ready in discussions with. We have been 

impressed by the outpouring of support 

from our local community at large as 

well, their donations made this workshop 

possible at no cost to our members.  

Special thanks to: Rositas Place (Food 

Sponsor), The Reference Library (Meeting 

Space Sponsor), Jerry’s Restaurant (Ice 

Sponsor), and Dwight Moss (Speaker). 

ASU’s student pantry program by collect-

ing and donating non-perishable goods. 

On March 12, NOMAarizona delivered an 

overwhelming amount of food to ASU’s 

downtown campus. This food drive was a 

success in thanks to all the companies who 

participated :   

Gould Evands+Canary Studio

DLR Group

KW Mission Critical Engineering

City of Phoenix

Sun Eagle Corp

Todd&Associates

Gensler

The Reference Library

NM Interior Group

Corgan

Michael Baker International

Merge Architectural Group

NOMAarizona chapter members

APR MAY

09 03

2 3



Sponsorship

Thank you to all our sponsors for helping us 

make our meetings , workshops and events 

successful in this fi rst quarter. 

We are a 501c6 non profi t organization and 

welcome donations and sponsorship towards 

future chapter events such as student member-

ship, food drives, job search seminars, commu-

nity service, etc. Anyone interested in making 

a donation or sponsorship please contact Gary 

Nelson.

Gary Nelson

In Jan., after 25+ years 

in private sector, Gary 

joined the City of Phoe-

nix as Architect to focus 

his passion on commu-

nity based projects, ADA 

assessments, fi re sta-

tions, family/community 

centers and parks and recreation facilities.

In Feb., Gary was a proud Dad and Architect! 

He was one of the Project Managers on the 

Atlanta Falcons/Mercedes Benz Stadium, 

site of this year’s Super Bowl! Coincidentally, 

his son Daryl is the assistant Athletic Trainer 

for the Champion New England Patriots. The 

Nelson family was in the stands watching 

their son realize his dream in the “House 

that Dad Built!” 

Jazmine Salley

Jazmine Salley, ASU M. Arch. student, has 

been selected for a summer internship with 

Ryan Companies in Phoenix and as the 

recipient of the Ryan Companies Minority 

Architectural Internship Scholarship. This is 

a fantastic acheivement. Ryan Companies 

is committed in supporting increasing the 

number of minority in architecture. Con-

gratulations Jazmine!

Sophia Urbaez

This past January, Sophia took a 3 week trip 

with her family to India for the fi rst time to 

attend a family wedding. She had the most 

NOMA Shout-outs

Visit us at www.nomaarizona.org

amazing foods, and ex-

perienced some of most 

fun and exciting places 

including the wedding 

festivities. Her favorite 

memory was seeing 

the Taj Mahal from the 

stories her grandmother 

always told her about 

while growing up. Being 

there for the fi rst time connected her with 

family and heritage. She went and saw the 

family home, where her grandparents and 

mother and aunt were born and grew up. 

The trip to India for Sophia was a cultural 

experience like no other, “I felt extremely 

proud of my Indian ethnicity seeing all the 

beautiful architecture, colorful clothing and 

learning about the history of Indian inven-

tions such as mathematics.”

Victor J Irizarry

Has published his 

second graphic 

novel Ikitsu:Part 02 

released in February 

2019. Victor has 15 

years of experience 

as an architectural 

designer with a side 

job as illustrator and graphic novel author, 

he will be a guest at this year’s Phoenix Fan 

Fusion, stop by and say hello. Check out 

Ikitsu:Part 01 and Ikitsu:Part 02 available on 

Amazon. Congratulations Victor!

Kenneth Webb

Kenneth Webb, ASU student, will be graduat-

ing on May 8th receiving his undergraduate 

bachelors on Architectural Studies. After 

graduation he plans to take a year to gain 

some fi eld experience before returning to grad 

school for masters in either architecture or 

community development. In 5 years he wants 

to open and lead a fi rm organized specifi cally 

for designing and building aff ordable housing, 

to directly combat the housing crisis going 

on in the US and the world. He is inspired 

and driven to serve and to make the world a 

better place. Congratulations Kenneth, you are 

almost there and will come to do great things!

Bhoomi Desai and Fatima Garcia

Bhoomi and Fatima is proud to share a project 

from Orcutt|Winslow done by their colleage 

Ali Abbaszadegan. Orcutt|Winslow had an 

amazing opportunity to give back to the 

Roosevelt School District community with 

“Spaces of Opportunity”. This project is a 

community oriented sustainable project that 

brings the community together and has won 

the Arizona Forwards Award. The project turns 

track land into an incubator farm, community 

garden, farmers market, center square and 

outdoor classrooms for adjacent elementary 

school students and residents. Phase I of this 

project was the install of the canopy for the 

Farmers’ Market with restroom and parking lot 

development has just completed early march. 
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