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covered by The Arizona Republic. “Rushia 
Fellows, an architect, said black business-
men get what’s left after the organized 
white businessmen ‘get the cream off the 
cake.’ He said blacks need to assert them-
selves as vigorously in commerce as they 
did in the civil rights movement in the 
1960s,” according to the article. “An accom-
plishment, he said, will be ‘when a business 
is not referred to as a black business, but a 
business owned by a black; not a black pro-
fessional, but a professional that happens 
to be a black man.’”

Fellows was hired by Hugh Burgess, 
dean of the ASU College of Architecture 
and Environmental Design in 1977 to teach 
undergraduate design studios and advise 
students. “As an advisor, he was very 
patient and empathetic. He looked forward 
to meeting with students to help guide 
their academic careers. He was a well-
liked member of the office staff,” said David 
Scheatzle, FAIA, retired ASU professor. Fel-
lows also served as the Coordinator of Stu-
dent Services, where he traveled Arizona 
and the South, encouraging minority stu-
dents to enter the architecture and design 
professions. 

First-year architecture students were 
taught jointly by Fellows and Tim McGinty, 
ASU assistant dean. Around 1988, “Rushia…
also led the students’ first engineering/
architectural graphics class, refining the 
syllabus, and managing the 8-10 teaching 
assistants,” McGinty said. “It was a good 
fit. Rushia did not accept incorrect work by 
the students or sloppy grading by the TA’s. 
It was also a good opportunity for students 
to find a role model. Rushia was reserved 
and unflappable. I remember seeing him 
being gently patient and helpful with both 
his teaching assistants and students.”

Fellows also taught first and third years 
with Max Underwood, AIA, ASU ACSA dis-
tinguished architecture professor. “What I 
recall was that Rushia was quiet, soft-spo-
ken, and greatly admired by his students,” 
Underwood said. “He cared about each 
one and built upon their backgrounds and 
made architecture come alive. As a prac-
ticing architect who was building modest 
community design-build projects, he was 
always sharing his stories of people, social 
justice, and architecture’s impact to change 
individual lives, families, and communities. 
Rushia’s modest churches and community 
centers – and impactful teaching – con-
tinue to be life-affirming and cherished.” 

Fellows also found time for community 
service that included being Chairman of the 
Neighborhood Revitalization Task Force for 
the Western Region of the National Urban 

Coalition. Fellows co-founded the Ari-
zona Architects Foundation Inc., and was 
involved in the ASU Architectural Guild, 
AIA, the City of Phoenix Board of Appeals 
on Signs, the Phoenix District Advisory 
Council of the Small Business Administra-
tion, and the Phoenix Urban League.

During his teaching period, he earned 
a Masters in Architecture from the Univer-
sity of Arizona in 1985. Fellows taught until 
his passing in 1990 at the age of 65.

After Fellows died, the ASU Rushia G. 
Fellows Minority Student Scholarship was 
created to “eradicate inequity, quietly and 
persistently.” Architect Lorenzo Perez was 
the first ASU student to benefit from the 
scholarship. “I love and cherish my relation-
ship and history with Rushia and the impact 
he had on my life,” Perez said. “Rushia was 
my advisor when I entered architecture 
school in the fall of 1990. He proved to be 
quite the pivotal person in my life.”

African Americans are only about 1 
percent of the 95,000 registered architects 
in the U.S. A recent National Organization 
of Minority Architects (NOMA) Chapter 
meeting featured Fellows and noted that 

there are only 14 African Americans 
licensed among Arizona’s 2,164 registered 
architects. Fellows began this legacy, but 
there is a great need to continue his fine 
work and encourage young black men and 
women and other minorities to consider a 
career in architecture. 

Douglas B. Sydnor, FAIA, is Principal at 
Douglas Sydnor Architect and Associates, 
and author of three architecture books.

Other Works by Rushia Fellows:

• Ebenezer Baptist Church renovation, 
1407 North Second Street, Phoenix.

• People’s Church, 3215 North 70th 
Street, Scottsdale (demolished). 

• Tanner Chapel AME Church renova-
tion, 20 South Eighth Street, Phoenix.

• Sunnyslope Community Center, 802 
East Vogel Avenue, Phoenix
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During these challenging times, Amer-
icans desperately want sound leader-
ship. Rushia Glen Fellows, AIA, was 

an African-American architect, educator, 
and civic leader in Arizona who led with 
knowledge, diplomacy, and exhibited grace 
under pressure. 

Fellows was born in Arkansas, and his 
family moved to Phoenix in 1925. Fellows 
grew up with six siblings 
and attended segregated 
schools starting with 
Booker T. Washington 
Grammar School, where 
he received the “Medal-
ist” honor awarded by the 
Sons and Daughters of 
the American Revolution. 
He became a Junior Assistant Scoutmaster 
for Boy Scout Troop No. 7 while attending 
George Washington Carver High School. 
Fellows entered the U.S. Army at age 17, 
where he finished high school under the 
V-12 program. 

After serving in World War II, Fel-
lows enrolled at Phoenix College and 
co-founded an NAACP Youth Council, serv-
ing as the vice-president in 1947. In ROTC, 
Fellows became a U.S. Army Reserve Sec-
ond Lieutenant and was later promoted to 
First Lieutenant. He was selected as one of 

four class speakers for the 1948 Phoenix 
College commencement.

While at Phoenix College, Fellows 
entered a national “Dream Home” design 
competition sponsored by the Ameri-
can Builders Association and AIA. Fellows 
received second prize for his entry, which 
he found “astonishing.” This prize provided 
him a two-year scholarship to the engi-

neering college at Har-
vard University, which he 
attended in 1949.  

Fellows married 
Alice Tease in 1950, and 
they had two sons, Darvis 
and Daryl. He attended 
Arizona State College 
(now Arizona State Uni-

versity), where he received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in architecture in 1951. He 
was the first African-American graduate in 
the program. 

His first job was as a draftsman for the 
architect Frank R. Fazio in the early 1950s. 
Fellows later worked as a designing drafts-
man for Floyd Le Raine Pike in the early 
1960s.

Fellows was employed by the Del 
Webb Corporation from 1963 to 1972, 
working in the Community Development 
Division architectural department and on 

the project in Sun City, California. He also 
helped teach an ASU summer course, 
“Construction, Materials, and Technique.” 
While at Del Webb, he became the first 
African-American registered architect in 
Arizona in 1965. 

Fellows subsequently formed his own 
Phoenix-based architectural practice and 
completed municipal, community, and reli-
gious projects from 1973 into the 1980s. 
During his career, Fellows completed more 
than 50 buildings during 21 years of profes-
sional practice. 

An early project was the Greater Shi-
loh Missionary Baptist Church at 901 West 
Buckeye Road in Phoenix in 1973. Fellows 
was a church member there for 26 years 
and held many leadership roles. The build-
ing is a modest, simple structure with slump 
block walls and a pitched roof with gable 
ends. The walls have vertical windows and 
some projected masonry units that visually 
modulate the long walls.

Another project is the South Moun-
tain Community Center in Phoenix’s El 
Reposo Park at 212 East Alta Vista Road, 
which was completed in 1976 for the Phoe-
nix Parks and Recreation Department. The 
structure utilized a T-shaped floor plan and 
slump masonry units as the walls. Vertical 
windows admit daylight and are framed 
with precast architectural concrete units. 
The structure is capped with an architec-
tural precast concrete fascia with a sculp-
tural detail. 

Fellows’ leadership is documented 
by his presentation to the Arizona Black 
Chamber of Commerce in 1975, which was 
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he was always sharing his 
stories of people, social 

justice, and architecture’s 
impact to change individual 

lives, families, and 
communities.

Top: Rushia G. Fellows, AIA portrait, 1980. 
Left: Greater Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church, Phoenix, 1973. 

Above: Sunnyslope Community Center, 
Phoenix, 1978.
Top: South Mountain Community Center, 
Phoenix, 1976. 


